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Minority Share of Federal Grant 
1971

Minority students at Macalester College protested the 
distribution of a federal grant. Students conducted a 
sit-in protest at Old Main, which was followed by a rally 
on Cochran. The protest was based on the demand for 
splitting the $140,000 grant into four equal parts for 
Black, Indians, Puerto Ricans, and Mexican-Americans. 

This protesting movement works as inspiration for future 
minority students of Macalester, such as myself. For the 
longest time, minority voices have been silenced, but this 
sit-in worked as a groundbreaking milestone in 
advocating for minority needs at Macalester College. This 
specific protest upholds the ideals of embracing culture 
at Macalester College by gathering students from 
multiple culture and ethnic backgrounds in search for 
meeting a specific community goal - acquisition of 
minority support.





Adelante Cultivates Latino Voices 
1992-1993

The group transitioned from adopting the name Hispanic 
Student Organization to Adelante to move away from the U.S. 
government term “hispanic.” The name “Adelante” better 
represented the group’s various ethnic backgrounds and best 
signified the group’s goals of moving forward. Adelante 
continued to coordinate programs in support of latino 
students, like conducting the showing of a film at the Cultural 
House. 

Adopting the name Adelante symbolized Latino progression, 
and reinforced the concept of cultivating the Latino legacy at 
Macalester College. Hosting club events at the Cultural House 
emphasizes the importance of a social space dedicated to 
celebrating the various cultures at Macalester. The Cultural 
House has worked as a fundamental part of cultural identity 
clubs, like Adelante, and its inevitable destruction will come as 
a true heartbreak for minorities who viewed the house as a 
fundamental part of embracing their own ethnicities, 
identities, and cultures. 





Cultural House 1995
From the beginning, the Cultural House has functioned as a 
home for people from various cultural and ethnic backgrounds. 
The house’s purpose is to function as a space for celebrating 
and emphasizing culture for the purpose of community unity 
and cultural appreciation. The Cultural House tenants uphold 
the house’s mission by honoring their own cultures alongside 
those of their housemates. 

The creation and appreciation of the Cultural House begins 
with embracing the community it comes with. It is inspiring to 
see the multiple milestones of the Cultural House starting with 
the students in the photograph who embodied the need to 
celebrate various cultures. Our first year course titled “We 
Demand” upholds the legacy of these students by demanding 
for the truth and honoring the Cultural House through class 
assignments and discussions. We have become keepers of the 
Cultural House by working to maintain its legacy through 
research and community building. 





Racial Hate Crime 
Sept 25, 1997

A Black female student living in Dupre returned to her room 
and found a message on her door  saying, “We hate you, We 
hate you, Hugs and Kisses - The KKK.” A poster of Tiger Woods, 
which was next to the message, was defaced and had KKK 
written across it. This incident symbolized the prominent racist 
qualities of Macalester College. The college responded by 
going through with B.L.A.C.’s request for discussing the crime 
with Present Michael McPherson. 

The publishment of this incident raised awareness on the racist 
qualities of Macalester College, and urged the college’s officials 
to address this issue and bring awareness. This incident also 
embodied the need for social spaces dedicated to embracing 
culture and community uplift, like the Cultural House. By 
having a common space used for cultural appreciation and 
awareness, students are able to connections with others based 
on their struggles as minorities on a predominantly white 
college campus.





Cultural House 1997
The Cultural House has been home to various class years 
and identities. The tenants of the Cultural House are who 
truly represent the principle of community uplift by living 
amongst each other and celebrating everyone’s cultures 
and identities without judgment. 

Our first year course continues to embrace diversity at 
Macalester College by basing a class around the Cultural 
House that has been a substantial part of embracing 
minority communities. It is amazing to see that in 2023, 
the Cultural House continues to be the home of students 
at Macalester College. Our first year course also works as 
a milestone of the Cultural House by only housing first 
year students for the first time in history. It is important 
for first-year students, like myself, to learn about the 
Cultural House early on in order to embrace its principles 
throughout our four years at Macalester College. 



Thank
you!

I chose to digitize photos that focused around the Cultural House and minority experiences 
to highlight the need for diversity, community uplift, and cultural appreciation at Macalester 
College. In order to keep these principles as a substantial part of Macalester College, social 
spaces, like the Cultural House, are crucial. We must demand for the preservation of social 

spaces that center around the needs of minorities for the purpose of truly diversifying  
predominantly white institutions, like Macalester College. 


